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/ whatever would have a tendency to mitigate, or entirely subdue this "curse upon mankind," without producing a corresponding evil, has been a "consummation devoutly to be wished. " Philosophers have sought for it, but found it not. Philanthropists have yearned for its discovery with almost a religious zeal, and men of science have investigated in vain for the boon; nothing but some poor obscure foreshadowings of the mighty truth, nothing but a few blind intimations of the great desideratum have as yet been vouchsafed to man. Men have steeped their bodies in alcohol, until they were only arrested in the experiment by "spontaneous combustion!" They have soaked their systems in opium, and with its fumes have smoked their brains until they were literally tanned, and withered to a knot, in the vain hope of drinking of the waters of Lethe, without paying to nature the penalty of her broken laws. Still, in spite of this want of success, the march of discovery has been onward, and though ages have rolled over our heads and still found us ignorant, if we are to believe what is told us, it has been reserved for this latter day to be immortalized, in the discovery of the long hoped for Letheon! The cry of "land !" has been heard, and we are told the "new world" is before us! We are told that when sulphuric ether is inhaled into the lungs under peculiar circumstances, the whole nervous organization becomes insensible, even under the most severe surgical operations, and that after which, it recovers itself without suffering the least danger or inconvenience. 
